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This exchange experience was not merely a short-term academic stay
abroad, but a profound journey of understanding culture and educational
values. Moving from Penghu to Austria allowed me to realize that
internationalization is not simply about language proficiency; it is
fundamentally about understanding differences and respecting diverse
perspectives.

Within the Austrian academic environment, I was particularly
impressed by the strong emphasis on critical thinking and dialogue.
Students were encouraged to question theories, present arguments, and
engage in open discussion, while professors acted more as facilitators
than sole authorities. This dialogic approach prompted me to reflect on
more lecture-centered models I had previously experienced and inspired
me to consider how I might create participatory and inquiry-based
classrooms in my future teaching practice.

Beyond the classroom, daily life in Austria provided valuable
cultural insights. The strong cultural emphasis on punctuality and
social order reflects a broader sense of structure within society. The
tradition of Viennese coffeehouse culture represents a historical space
for intellectual exchange and public discussion. Seasonal events such as
Christmas markets and Easter markets reveal how religious traditions
remain intertwined with contemporary social life. These lived
experiences helped me understand that culture is embodied in everyday
routines, public spaces, and institutional systems rather than existing
as abstract concepts.

Interacting with students from different European countries further
broadened my perspective. Many of them demonstrated a deep awareness of
historical memory, democratic values, and civic responsibility.
Discussions on European history and current political issues often
revealed a strong culture of reflection and debate. Through these
conversations, | came to recognize that education is not solely about
transmitting knowledge but also about cultivating critical citizenship
and ethical awareness.

As a pre-service teacher, this experience encouraged me to rethink
my educational mission. In the future, I hope to integrate comparative
international perspectives into my teaching, allowing students to
understand how cultural contexts shape social systems and everyday life.
More importantly, I aspire to foster global awareness and intercultural
sensitivity, enabling students to remain grounded in their local



identity while engaging meaningfully with the wider world.

Growing up on an island once made the world feel distant. However,
this journey in Austria has shown me that geographical peripheries do
not limit one’s vision; instead, they can nurture a unique sensitivity
toward cultural diversity and cross-cultural dialogue. This exchange has
not only expanded my global perspective but also deepened my
understanding of education as a bridge between local identity and global
engagement. Wherever I go in the future, this experience will continue

to guide my commitment to connecting these two dimensions.
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